
APPC 18/01/2007 – 8th meeting 2006-07
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy and Planning Committee held on Thursday 18th January 2007 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  in the Arts Council Room (Rm 160), Arts  Building 

 
Present:  A.C. Masi  (Chair), G. Brown, L. Butler-Kisber, W. Caplin, A. deGuise, V. Errunza, J. Feine, P. Holland,   

S. McDougall, M.J. Mendelson, J.A. Nemes, C. Newlove, D. Niven, N. Perumal, S. Stroud, H.M.C. Richard 
(Secretary to the Committee) 

Regrets: A. Angus, D. Jutras, M. Nahon, J. Schmidt,  M. Szyf, D. Thérien, H.F. Upham 
Guests :  Ph. Smith (item 4), K. LeMaistre (item 7 a), L. Lach (item 7 b) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Documents circulated at the meeting:   
 - Minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2006 

- Proposed Changes to the McGill University School of Social Work Program, Lucyna M. Lach 
 

08.01 Proposed agenda 
 

The proposed agenda was adopted as circulated.       
 
08.02     Minutes of meeting on 14th December 2006 
  
 The minutes will be considered at the next meeting. 
 
08.03 Business arising  
 
 It was reported that Senate on 17th January 2007 approved the following program proposals: 
 - Ph.D. in Information Studies; 

- B.Com.; Major Concentration in Mathematics for Management Students  
      -B.Com.; Major Concentration in Statistics for Management Students 
 - Joint EM.B.A. with HEC Montréal.  
 
08.04 Academic Program Reviews 

CONFIDENTIAL 
  
08.05 Council on Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS) 

-  McGill Supervisory Guidelines and Regulations for doctoral and master’s thesis students  
(06-APPC-12-36) 
- Memo from Dean (interim) GPS James A. Nemes, 30th Nov 2006 
- McGill Supervisory Guidelines and Regulations, November 2006 
 
Dean (Interim) of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies James A. Nemes presented the document which 
proposes to clarify the responsibilities of the student, the supervisor, the academic unit/program, and the 
University, and includes a section on conflict prevention and resolution. The document seemed timely in 
light of the Principal’s Task Force on Student Life and Learning. The issues so far were addressed in a 
guidebook but not presented as a policy. Professor Nemes highlighted the novelties being proposed, such 
as the requirement that all Ph.D. students should have a Student Thesis Advisory Committee, and that 
every unit should develop or clarify procedures allowing students to change supervisors.   
 
In the discussion, the following points were made: 
- proposing to introduce a statement requiring more than what the Student Charter of Rights states 

should be discussed at the level of the  Student Charter of Rights; 
- the policies being referred to in the document should be indexed and current provisions should be 

clearly stated; in the web document, links to reference documents should be provided; 
- the document should refer to “student centeredness”; 
- the document should be checked for consistency, i.e. with current policies; 
- providing written or oral comments to students “within two to four weeks of receipt of the submitted 

material” (page 4) may not always be a reasonable expectation, especially given the institutional 
pressure on professors to take on more graduate students; “three to four weeks” may be a more 
reasonable expectation; 
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- the number of co-supervisors is debatable (page 8): the benchmarks used were strictly internal and the 
main thrust at CGPS was that there should be at least one other professor besides the supervisor on the 
Thesis Advisory Committee; some departments require two other members, sometimes three or four;  
it was suggested that this provides a way for the student to present work to a larger audience and 
rehearse for the oral defense; it was questioned what those persons would be doing if the topic were 
fairly removed from their area of expertise;  

- the document should not include a description of the grievance procedure but a statement such as: 
“before you file a formal grievance (p.12) you need to…”; the  informal route should be stated first. 

 
APPC agreed that the document should be referred back to CGPS and revised in light of the 
discussion at APPC.  APPC would then submit it to Senate for discussion and feedback, not for 
approval.  It would be best not to highlight points of contention, so that Senate may more freely identify 
contentious points not identified by APPC. 

 
08.06 Graduate Thesis Student Questionnaire Final Report,  

November 2006, from Dean (Interim), Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies James A. Nemes (06-APPC-01-42) 
 

This report was intended to be presented to APPC and Senate for information only.  Participation in 
responding to the questionnaire was voluntary.   
 
APPC agreed  
1) that the questionnaire should be placed ahead of the data; 
2) that the full report, including the 25 graphs, should be made available; 
3) the full report will be submitted directly to Senate. 
 

 
08.07 Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 

Report on SCTP meeting held on 7th December 2006  (06-APPC-01-41) 
 
a)  B.Ed. in Kindergarten and Elementary; First Nations and Inuit Studies 
 
Associate Dean Kate Le Maistre presented the new “First Nations and Inuit Studies” option within the 
existing B.Ed. in Kindergarten and Elementary program.  The program is intended to be offered in First 
Nations and Inuit communities.  The Faculty of Education has been running programs for First Nations and 
Inuit for more than 30 years.  Students successful in the Certificate program could be eligible for applying 
to the B.Ed. program.  The program was developed in response to the MELSQ’s invitation to propose 
appropriate preparation for teachers in Native communities to be certified with the same 120-credit 
program. The program is bilingual: students have to show competency in English and in their own 
language; six credits are required of Cree, Mohawk, Algonquin, Inuktitut and dialects thereof, or Mi’kmaq, 
according to the student’s language group; those language courses will be given by instructors from the 
community. The program is culturally based and some of the courses are included at the request of the 
Native communities. Some courses will be offered on campus. The course title “Native Families’ Social 
Problems” will be changed.  The program is for student-teachers (as opposed to teachers) and is intended 
for students to take as a cohort.  The program will increase McGill’s involvement in the aboriginal 
community and is very important from a sociological point of view.  The issue of education is serious: 
fewer than 10% of children graduate from high school in some communities.   
 
APPC approved the “B.Ed. in Kindergarten and Elementary: First Nations and Inuit Studies” for 
submission to Senate (it will be included in APPC’s 387th Report to Senate, D06-36, for consideration by 
Senate on 14th February 2007). The Faculty of Education will submit this new option to the MELSQ. 
 
b) major revisions to BSW 

 
Dr. Lucy Lach presented the background for the proposed revisions.  The proposal is to offer a single BSW 
with two streams of entry: a three-year 90-credit one for Cégep/transfer/mature students and a 60-credit 
one for students who already hold an undergraduate degree (and who after completing 33 BSW credits 
could apply to the MSW).  The four-semester special BSW program can no longer be sustained and will be 
closed.  The proposed 90-credit program meets the standards of the Canadian Association of Schools of 
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Social Work (CASSW) and the requirements of the Ordre within the Office des professions du Québec.  
The number of required credits is still moderate at 57. 
 
In the discussion, questions about admission of transfer students were raised.  The 90-credit program is 
predicated on Cégep entrance or equivalent; if someone had completed 30 credits, some of those credits 
could be counted as electives. 
 
(Note: Admission criteria to the BSW are unchanged and need not be considered as part of the proposal.) 
  
APPC approved the proposed major revision to the Bachelor’s program in Social Work and will 
submit it to Senate for approval (it will be included in APPC’s 387th Report to Senate, D06-36, for 
consideration by Senate on 14th February 2007). 

 
08.08 Other business 
 
      The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

         Helen M.C. Richard 2007-01-24 
HMCR/APPCdocs/minutes/2007-01-18 


