
APPC 31/08/2006 – 1st meeting 2006-07 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy and Planning Committee held on Thursday 31st August 2006 from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  in Room 310, James Building 

 
Present:  M.J. Mendelson (chairing), A. Angus, W. Caplin, J. Feine, D. Fraser, D. Jutras, S. McDougall, C. 

Newlove, D. Niven, S. Stroud, H.F. Upham, M. Szyf, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the Committee) 
Regrets: G. Brown, L. Butler-Kisber, V. Errunza, P. Holland, A.C. Masi, M. Nahon, J. Nemes, N. Perumal,  

J. Schmidt, D. Thérien 
Guest:  W. Hendershot (item 6), K. Kruczowyj (item 5), Ph. Smith (item 7) 
 
 
Documents circulated at the meeting: 

- 06-APPC-08-10 Research Policy Committee and APPC – RPC items reviewed and approved by APPC 
and submitted to Senate 2001-06 
- 06-APPC-08-11 APPC Terms of reference revised 2006-04-03, with comments from Associate-Provost 
(Policies and Procedures) William Foster and Deputy-Provost (Student Life and Learning) Morton J. 
Mendelssohn 
 

In Provost Anthony C. Masi’s absence, Deputy-Provost (Student Life and Learning) Morton Mendelson chaired the 
meeting.   Four new members have joined APPC: Professor Donald Niven and students representatives Adrian 
Angus, Chris Newlove, and Nandita Perumal.  
 
01.01 Proposed agenda 
 
 The agenda was adopted as circulated.   
 
01.02     Minutes of meeting held on 11th May 2006     
  
 The minutes of the APPC meeting held on 11th May 2006 were approved as circulated. 
 
01.03 Business arising  
 
 - APPC Terms of Reference (06-APPC-08-10, 06-APPC-08-11) 
 

Deputy-Provost Morton Mendelson updated the Committee on the status of the revisions to APPC’s Terms 
of reference.  Inconsistencies between practice and stated Terms of reference had been noted.  The purpose 
of the exercise was to bring the Terms in conformity with current practices.  Document 06-APPC-08-11 
shows comments made by Associate-Provost (Policies and Procedures) William Foster on May 31st and 
Deputy-Provost Mendelson’s comments to those comments.  [Please note that those comments relate to an 
earlier version of the revised Terms that was circulated to the APPC for its meeting on April 27th (05-
APPC-04-55 and 56), not to the latest revised version of the Terms that was considered on 11th May 
(Revised 05-APPC-05-55 and 56)].  

 
When revisions to the APPC Terms of reference were considered by APPC on 27th April and 11th May 
2006, the issue of the reporting status of the Research Policy Committee as a subcommittee of APPC was 
discussed.  Document 06-APPC-08-10 presents a list of the items that have been submitted by RPC to 
APPC and submitted by APPC to Senate in the past five years.  The document also serves to remind APPC 
of its responsibilities regarding research centres, as specified in the Research Centre Regulations approved 
by Senate on 13th April 2005.  Issues of an administrative nature are not submitted to APPC.   
 
It was decided that revised terms of reference for both the RPC and the APPC should specify which 
issues should be submitted by RPC to APPC.  A general statement should clarify that there should 
be only one entry to Senate for academic issues and that research is an academic issue.  At an 
upcoming meeting the APPC will be considering another revised Terms of Reference document 
(based on the latest May 2006 version) showing the proposed changes. 
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01.04 APPC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 
 - Report on meeting held on 4th May 2006 (06-APPC-08-01) 
 
 The Report did not include any items for approval by APPC. 
 
01.05 Proposed student exchange agreement – Sibelius Academy (06-APPC-08-02) 
 

Deputy-Provost Mendelson presented the proposed student exchange agreement between Finland’s 
Sibelius Academy and the Schulich School of Music.  As indicated on the document, a special one-year 
agreement has been signed in anticipation of APPC’s approval, in order to allow a McGill student to attend 
Sibelius Academy this fall semester.  “At expiration, and consequent on a successful exchange, the 
Agreement would then be renewed for the full five-year term.” 

 
APPC approved the proposed student exchange agreement with Finland’s Sibelius Academy.  This 
will be reported to Senate as having been approved, in APPC’s 382nd Report (D06-02) for the meeting of 
Senate to be held on 20th September 2006. 

 
01.06 Comité de suivi sur les programmes (CSP)  

 
The Comité de suivi sur les programmes (CSP 2001-2006) is a follow-up committee entrusted with the task 
of reviewing actions taken in response to the recommendations contained in the twenty-three discipline 
sector reports of the Commission des universities sur les programmes (CUP 1997-2000) and of monitoring 
changes in the program situation.  The purpose of the exercise, coordinated by CREPUQ (Conference of 
Rectors and Principals of Universities of Quebec) was for the universities to work together in keeping 
abreast of program offerings in the various disciplines across the Quebec university network and any issues 
and concerns that might arise, and in attempting to solve them, through collaborative action if possible. As 
was the case for CUP, the CSP working group for each sector included representatives from each 
university engaged in the discipline.  APPC has been inviting each representative to present the CSP 
reports (translated by external translation agencies recommended by McGill).  The CUP and CSP reports 
provide a Quebec context for APPC’s activity with respect to teaching programs. 
   
a) CSP Report #20 Administration, Economics and Industrial Relations (06-APPC-08-03) 

 
Professor Jean-Louis Goffin, McGill’s representative on the CSP Working Group was not available to 
present the report. 

 
 b) CSP Report #21 Law (06-APPC-08-04) 
 

Professor Jean-Guy Belley, McGill’s representative on the CSP Working Group was not available to 
present the report. 

 
c) CSP Report #22 Nursing, Community Health, Epidemiology, Environmental Health and Health Services 
Management (06-APPC-08-05) 

 
Professor Susan French, McGill’s representative on the CSP Working Group was not available to present 
the report. 

 
d) CSP Report #23 Agricultural Sciences, Veterinary Medicine, Nutrition, Food Sciences and Consumer 
Science (06-APPC-08-06)  

 
Professor William Hendershot presented the report.  Recommendation 1 refers to McGill’s approval (342nd 
APPC Report, 18th September 2002) of the change of degree titles from Bachelor of Science in Agriculture 
B.Sc. (Agr.) to Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Environmental Sciences B.Sc. (Ag.Env.Sc.). The 
Agr. designation was an element of confusion as it was identical to professional designations for the Ordre 
des agronomes du Québec.  The FAES offers programs that prepare students for the Ordre and others that 
do not lead to accreditation; those programs are not eligible for the Ordre, yet the designations assigned to 
them gave the impression that they were eligible.  The Ordre des agronomes du Québec was satisfied with 
McGill’s clarification of the use of the Agr. designation. Inter-university collaboration as proposed in 
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Recommendation 3 has not been found to be possible, owing essentially to distance and language.  Re. 
Recommendation 4, collaboration with CRAAQ (Centre de reference en agriculture et agroalimentaire du 
Québec) is continuing.  Re. Recommendation 5 on internship places for students in nutrition, the shortage 
is not as acutely felt in the Montreal area as in the Quebec City region.  

  
01.07 Academic Program Reviews 
 a) Chemical Engineering (06-APPC-08-07) 

b) Civil Engineering (06-APPC-08-08) 
c) Mechanical Engineering  (06-APPC-08-09)  

 
The Committee discussed the process by which it will be reviewing approximately sixty academic program 
reports (self-study report, external report, and executive summary) over the 2006-07 academic year and fall 
2007.  The relevant Dean or Dean-designate will present the reviews to APPC.   
 
The following was agreed to: 
- two APPC members would be assigned as readers for each program review; 
- given that there are about sixty reviews and about twenty members on APPC, each member would be 
required to read six review reports over thirteen months; 
- APPC members will be consulted by email regarding their availability and preferences (reading the 
review of a discipline close to one’s own may be helpful); 
- a roster will be created with names of readers; readers will be assigned and documents circulated on a two 
weeks’ notice; 
- a standard amount of time should be proposed for presentations (ten minutes); 
- the review reports (self-study, external report, executive summary) will be made available (exclusively) to 
all APPC readers on the APPC website; 
- the academic program review guidelines approved by Senate should be circulated again to APPC. 
 
Deputy Provost Morton Mendelson clarified the role of the APPC in the academic program review 
exercise.  The APPC will be exercising quality oversight over the whole process.  Its role is to comment, 
give feedback (to be incorporated into the final review report), draw attention to certain issues, draw 
comparisons across the University, point to shortcomings and to the need to put in place certain policies in 
view of making recommendations to Senate.  While all APPC members will have access to the whole 
documentation, APPC will rely on the readers to raise particular issues that the Dean or the Dean-designate 
may not raise. 
 
APPC was reminded that CREPUQ’s Commission de Vérification de l’évaluation des programmes (CVEP) 
will be visiting McGill in December 2006 to review McGill’s academic program review process and check 
whether it conforms with the Policy adopted by Quebec universities (Politique des établissements 
universitaires du Québec relative à l’évaluation périodique des programmes existants). 
 

01.08 Other business 
 
 None. 
 
      The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

     
     Helen M.C. Richard 2006-09-01 
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