
APPC 08/12/2005/4th meeting 2005-06 
 
 
Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy and Planning Committee held on Thursday 8th December 2005 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  in Room 310, James Building 

 
Present:  A. C. Masi (Chair), W. Caplin, W. Hendershot, D. Jutras, D. Koen (for J. Schmidt), M. Mendelson,  

M. Nahon, I. O’Reilly, M. Reed, T. Rivard, H.F. Upham, J. Zucchi, H.M.C. Richard (Secretary to the 
Committee) 

Regrets: G. Brown, L. Butler-Kisber, V. Errunza, J. Feine, D. Fraser, P. Holland, J.C. Hurtubise, S. McDougall,  
J. Nemes, J. Schmidt, M. Szyf,  D. Thérien 

 
 
Documents circulated at the meeting: 
05-APPC-12-29: SCTP Second report from meeting on November 3rd, 2005 
05-APPC-12-30: Exchange agreements – equity clause. 
05-APPC-12-31: McGill University Strengths & Aspirations - white paper (draft), Anthony C. Masi, 11th Nov. 2005 
 
04.01 Proposed agenda 
 

The proposed agenda was adopted with three additions:  
- a second SCTP Report on the meeting of 3rd November 2005 (05-APPC-12-29) under item 04.05 b);  
- a proposed revision to APPC’s Terms of Reference as item of “Other Business” under 04.08 a); 
- a document entitled “Exchange agreements – proposed equity statement” (05-APPC-12-30) as item of 
“Other Business” under 04.08 b).    

 
04.02     Minutes of meeting held on 24th November 2005     
 
 The minutes were approved as circulated. 
 
04.03 Business arising  
 
 None. 
  
04.04  Report on Senate approvals:  APPC’s 375th Report (7th December 2005) 
  

Senate approved the proposed B.Eng; Minor in Mining Engineering and B.Eng.; Minor in Biomedical 
Engineering. 

 
04.05 Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 

 
a) Report on meeting held on 17th November and further item from meeting on 20th October 2005  
    (05-APPC-12-28) 

        
    1) New graduate programs (CGPS approval Nov 21, 2005)  

 
- M.A. in Political Science; Neotropical Environment (45 cr.) 
- M.A. in Political Science; Non-Thesis – Neotropical Environment (45 cr.) 
 
The two proposed programs were approved for submission to Senate (in APPC’s 376th Report, D05-
38, for consideration by Senate on January 11, 2006). 
 
- Certificate in Translation; Spanish (30 cr.) 
 
The proposed Certificate in Translation; Spanish was approved for submission to Senate (in APPC’s 
376th Report, D05-38, for consideration by Senate on January 11, 2006). 
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- M.Sc. in Dental Sciences; Non-Thesis (45 cr.)  
 
In the discussion, clarifications were sought regarding the clientele for this proposed non-professional 
degree program.  The proposed M.Sc. in Dental Sciences; Non-Thesis was approved for submission 
to Senate (in APPC’s 376th Report, D05-38, for consideration by Senate on January 11, 2006). 
    
- M.Sc. in Mathematics; Bioinformatics (48 cr.) 
- Ph.D. in Mathematics; Bioinformatics (0 cr.) 
 
In the discussion, it was noted that courses in Bioinformatics are made sufficiently distinct in their 
application to different disciplines and that vetting takes place at the level of the group that develops 
those courses.  APPC requested that the statement on “Complementary Courses” on page 1-2 of the 
Ph.D. program proposal be rewritten so as to clarify the requirements.*   
 
The proposed M.Sc. in Mathematics; Bioinformatics and Ph.D. in Mathematics; Bioinformatics was 
approved for submission to Senate (in APPC’s 376th Report, D05-38, for consideration by Senate on 
January 11, 2006). 
 
(*Note: before the proposal was submitted to Senate, the statement was changed to read:  

The twelve one-semester complementary courses for the Ph.D. degree must include at least two 
from the list below, unless a student has completed the M.Sc. level option in Bioinformatics, in 
which case only one course from the list below must be chosen. 

This simpler statement was thought to be sufficient as the page outlining the requirements for the 
Ph.D. in Mathematics was appended.) 
   

       2)  Major Program Revisions:  M.Sc. in Anatomy and Cell Biology (48 cr.) 
 
        APPC noted the revision approved by SCTP. 
 
    3) Faculty of Engineering: statement concerning Minor programs 

 
The definition of Minor programs used by the Faculty of Engineering was brought to the attention of 
SCTP and APPC because of a perceived sense of discrepancy.  APPC agreed that this was a faculty-
level decision and that flexibility should be allowed across the University and that the matter should 
not be pursued.   

  
 b) Second Report on meeting held on 3rd November 2005 (05-APPC-12-29) 
 
     No items required approval by APPC.  APPC noted the new format adopted in SCTP reports.   
 
04.06 Strategic Planning at McGill – update  

“Strengths & Aspirations – A white paper call to action regarding McGill University’s future” 
(05-APPC-12-31) 

 
Interim Provost Anthony C. Masi presented the draft document entitled “Strengths & Aspirations – A 
white paper call to action regarding McGill University’s future” which was discussed by Senate on 11th 
November 2005 and was intended to be presented to the Board of Governors on 12th December.  The 
document is part of the faculty-compact process.  It has been posted on the MAUT website and the 
University community is invited to submit comments.  The document will be revised and brought back to 
Senate for final discussion in the new year.  In the discussion, the following points were made: 
- Re. Section 6 (Pushing disciplines beyond their boundaries), items not mentioned may seem to have been 
considered unimportant.  An earlier version had a section on foundational disciplines; a number of faculties 
seem now to be poorly represented in the document.  The Chair responded that units should see themselves 
in inter-disciplinary themes.  
- Re. Government relations.  McGill’s status is a mix of public and private.  Maintaining academic freedom 
and allowing philanthropy should inform McGill’s strategy.  
- The document presents a vision statement but does not appear to lay out where McGill wishes to go and 
how steps and plans will be filled in.  In his response Interim Provost Masi referred to an annual iteration,  
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the master plan and capital campaign, and pressure on the Quebec government for rightful and appropriate 
funding.   
A French version of the document will be issued at the same time as the final English text. 

 
04.07. Next meeting - possible change of time  

 
APPC members were asked about the possibility of moving the next meeting on January 19th, 2006 from 
the afternoon to the morning, in order for the Provost to be present for considering additional information 
regarding the proposal for the Centre for Research on Religion (CREOR). 
(Note: negotiations regarding CREOR delayed presentation to APPC to the meeting on February 2nd.  The 
meeting scheduled for January 19 was cancelled). 
 

04.08 Other business 
 
a) Proposed revision to APPC’s Terms of Reference 
 
The current Committee composition identifies the Director of Libraries as ex-officio member of APPC.  
APPC agreed to propose that the Terms of Reference be revised to read: “Director of Libraries or 
delegate”.  The proposed revision will be submitted to the Nominating Committee of Senate.   

  
 b) Proposed Equity Statement in Exchange Agreements (05-APPC-12-30) 
 

Associate Provost (Academic Programs and Services) Morton Mendelson presented a proposal for a new 
admission structure for bilateral student exchange programs.  The first statement is the current clause 
which does not specify the process by which institutions will exercise their right to refuse candidates who 
are deemed not to meet the admissions requirements of the host institution. The second (proposed) equity 
clause includes 1) a statement on how students are selected for exchanges and 2) a statement that once a 
student is designated by one university, she/he is accepted by the host university.  While the University 
Admissions Committee was in favour of this simpler process, the equity statement was thought not to be 
relevant to UAC, but rather to APPC.  It is assumed that standards are similar; applications will still be 
required but the possibility that there may be some deviations from the stated criteria is accepted.  
Admissions criteria and student screening are not perfect, but an exchange nevertheless means a 
partnership based on trust.  A review of exchanges, including multi-lateral agreements under CREPUQ, 
will be taking place.   APPC members did not express any opposition to the proposed statement. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
         Helen M.C. Richard 2006-01-23 


