
APPC 27/10/2005/2nd meeting 2005-06

Minutes of the meeting of the Academic Policy and Planning Committee held on Thursday 27th October 2005
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  in Room 310, James (Administration) Building

Present: A. C. Masi (Chair), G. Brown, L. Butler-Kisber, W. Caplin, V. Errunza, D. Fraser, W. Hendershot,
P. Holland, J.C. Hurtubise, D. Jutras, D. Koen (for J. Schmidt), S. McDougall, M. Mendelson,
M. Nahon, J. Nemes, M. Reed, T. Rivard, M. Szyf, H.F. Upham, J. Zucchi, H.M.C. Richard
(Secretary to the Committee)

Regrets: J. Feine, I. O’Reilly, J. Schmidt
Guests: E. Cooper (item 5.a)

Document circulated:
- Addendum to 05-APPC-10-13: Major in Neuroscience program outline.

02.01 Proposed agenda

The proposed agenda was approved

02.02     Minutes of meeting held on 1st September 2005

The minutes were adopted with correction of the spelling of Ms Heather (Finn) Upham’s name in the list
of members present and deletion of “which has a tradition of assigning low grades”  on page 5, under
01.10 Working Group on Grading, third line.

02.03 Business arising

a)  Centre for Applied Family Studies – name change

The Director of the Centre, Dr. Nico Trocmé, has responded in a preliminary fashion to APPC’s requests
and concerns (see minutes of meeting held on April 14th, 2005) regarding the proposed name change to
“Centre for Research on Children and Families”.  A more complete response will be submitted.

b) Proposed Centre for Research on Religion - CREOR.  

On September 1st, 2005 APPC gave approval in principle to the establishment of the Centre: it concluded
that the proposal would be submitted to Senate for approval when resource arrangements for the launching
of the Centre were in place, to the Interim Provost’s satisfaction.  

Interim Provost Anthony Masi reported that the Faculty of Arts is currently negotiating with the Faculty of
Religious Studies; while the Faculty of Arts does not support the proposal going forward at this time, it
would support CREOR if the Centre’s membership could better reflect the research interests present in the
Faculty of Arts (i.e. Jewish Studies, Islamic Studies, Roman Catholic Studies, as well as interests in
religion in other disciplines). Submission of the CREOR proposal is being delayed until such negotiations
are completed, probably in January 2006.  The deans’ operating budget contributions committed so far will
not be sufficient to achieve the desired level of financial support.  Professor Masi therefore advised APPC
that he was letting negotiations go forward and will report back to APPC in January.  

After some discussion, the following was concluded:
1) the CREOR proposal should return to APPC in January 2006 with further details on financial

arrangements;
2) Professor Oegema should be asked how much of the research funding reported in the CREOR proposal

could be used in a substantial way to help the activities of the Centre.

c)  Senate Committee on Continuing Education (SCCE) proposal
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The document dated February 14, 2005 that was presented to APPC on March 3rd, 2005 (proposing a new
name for Continuing Education, a new mission statement for Continuing Education at McGill and a new
APPC Subcommittee on Continuing Studies) has been expanded in response to APPC’s request for more
background information.  The document was to return to APPC after consultations with Deans.  Given that
the term of the current Dean of Continuing Education ends on 31st May 2006, a review of the Centre for
Continuing Education and Dean’s position has been launched as is now customary at the end of a Dean’s
term.  The document will feed into this review exercise and no further action will be taken on the basis of
it in the meantime.  

02.04 Reports

 a) Senate approvals:  APPC’s 373rd Report (14th September 2005)

Senate on 14th September 2005 approved the creation of the Centre for Human Rights and Legal
Pluralism and all 33 new programs included in APPC’s 373rd Report to Senate.

b) New teaching programs requiring MELSQ approval

- Inter-university B. Eng. in Microelectronics Engineering, submitted by Université de Sherbrooke,
Ecole Polytechnique of Université de Montréal, and McGill University.  

Université de Sherbrooke, as promoter of this inter-university program proposal, submitted a letter to
the chair of CREPUQ’s Commission d’évaluation des projets de programmes (CEP), dated 28th

September 2005, advising him that following receipt of CEP’s questions, the department of electrical
and computer engineering at Sherbrooke had decided not to pursue with this program proposal.  The
letter further states that the decision was taken because of extensive changes in the industrial context and
an increasingly pronounced trend towards nanotechnology.  Copies of the letter were sent by Université
de Sherbrooke to the Secretary of APPC and to the Registrar and Executive Director of ARR.

    
- Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy bachelor’s and master’s programs

McGill, Université de Montréal, Université Laval, and Université de Sherbrooke are currently preparing
a common position document regarding master’s level entry to the PT and OT professions for
submission to the MSSS (Ministry of Health and Social Services), which needs to be convinced that
higher academic requirements will not aggravate the shortage in PT and OT personnel in Quebec but
will have positive effects on health care in the province.  Once the MSSS gives its agreement, the
MELSQ will be in a position to authorize implementation of the proposed programs.

     - Ph.D. in Education

The site visit, which is part of the “complete evaluation” process of CREPUQ’s Commission
d’évaluation des projets de programmes, took place on 4th October.  McGill is now waiting to receive
CEP’s recommendation (to which the external evaluators’ reports will be attached).  

  
c) Academic unit nomenclature: “Schulich     School    of Music”

As of 30th September 2005, McGill’s Faculty of Music is referred to as the Schulich School of Music.
This new name has no impact on the existence of the Faculty or its departments in the University
Statutes. The name change recognizes the generosity of Mr Seymour Schulich who donated $20 million
to the Faculty of Music.  

02.05 Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP)

a) Second Report on meeting held on 19th May 2005 (05-APPC-10-13)
    -- Certificate in Food Science (30 cr.)
    -- B.Sc.(F.Sc.); Major in Food Science; Food Chemistry
    -- B.Sc.(F.Sc.); Major in Food Science; Food Science
    -- B.Sc.(F.Sc.); Major in Food Science; Food Industry
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Professor Hendershot presented the proposed programs.  APPC questioned the “Food Science” option
title within a “Major in Food Science” and whether the designation of the option was necessary.  (Note:
following consultations, and given the existence of a “B.Sc. (F.Sc.); Major in Food Science”, it was
decided that the title of the option should be kept.)  

APPC approved the four proposed programs (they will be submitted in APPC’s 374th Report to
Senate, for consideration by Senate on 16th November 2005)

    -- B.Sc.; Major in Neuroscience (66 cr.). (Dr. Ellis Cooper)

Dr. Cooper presented the proposed inter-departmental program intended for students wishing to
specialize in the neurosciences. It was noted that the program contained a hidden pre-requisite of
CHEM212.

The proposed B.Sc.; Major in Neuroscience program was approved with one correction of the
proposal: on the second page, the text introducing the three streams and remaining 24 credits should be
corrected to read “… and choose 24 credits from List     B    ”, not List E.  (The program proposal will be
included in APPC’s 374th Report to Senate, for consideration by Senate on 16th November 2005.)   
(Secretary’s note: a letter will be sent to the MELSQ to ascertain whether further approval is required)

b) Report on September 22nd electronic review (05-APPC-10-18)

    No program requiring APPC approval.

c) Report on meeting held on 6th October 2005 (05-APPC-10-19)

    No program requiring APPC approval.

d) Format of SCTP reports to APPC – template of current reports (05-APPC-10-20)

Associate Provost (Academic Programs and Services) reported that from now on SCTP would be
reporting minor program revisions in a different format.  Current lists of revisions are impossible to
understand without the side-by-side presentation of what is in place and what is proposed. APPC agreed
to receive only generic descriptions of what has been changed.

02.06 Council of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS)
Report on meeting held on 19th September 2005 (05-APPC-10-14)
- M.Sc. in Food Science and Agricultural Chemistry; Non-Thesis

The proposed M.Sc. in Food Science and Agricultural Chemistry; Non-Thesis was approved for
submission to Senate for approval (374th APPC Report to Senate, for consideration on 16th Nov.
2005).

A change in procedure was reported to APPC.  At a recent meeting of the Associate Provost (Academic
Programs and Services), the Interim Dean (Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies), the Director of the Office of
GPS, the Secretary of SCTP, and the Secretary of APPC, it was proposed by the latter and agreed that all
program proposals, be they at the undergraduate or graduate level, would from now on be brought to
APPC by SCTP.  SCTP will simply consult with CGPS on graduate program proposals.

02.07 Workgroup on McGill’s Grading Policies
- membership for approval (updated 05-APPC-09-09)

APPC approved the proposed membership of the Workgroup on McGill’s Grading Policies.  APPC
also deleted the statement “given that the Banner system is able to take one but not both” at the end of the
first paragraph of the mandate, on the ground that technology should not dictate policy.  The Workgroup
will report to APPC before the end of the academic year.

02.08 2005-2006 Statement on APPC plans and priorities for Senate (05-APPC-10-16)
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APPC approved the Statement on APPC plans and priorities for submission to Senate with two
corrections.  On the first page, in the paragraph dealing with the proposal by the Senate Committee on
Continuing Education, the last clause of the last sentence (“so that SCCE may submit it to the Nominating
Committee of Senate”) should be deleted.  On the second page, the title of B) should read: “Maintaining
standards and evaluating/grading    the    quality of teaching and learning.”

Asked about the delay in the Program Review exercise, the Associate Provost (Academic Programs and
Services) stated that the second part of the data had been mailed to faculties.  The delay in sending the data
has delayed the process by six to eight months.  APPC will begin receiving review reports before the end
of the 2005-06 academic year.  The site visit from CREPUQ’s Commission de vérification des évaluations
de programmes has been further delayed to late spring.

02.09 Review of APPC Subcommittees – mandates, memberships, activities

a) Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) (05-APPC-10-15)

APPC approved the proposed changes to SCTP’s membership, including the addition to SCTP’s
composition for a one-year trial basis, of “one representative with voice, but no vote, from the
Admissions, Recruitment and Registrar’s Office to be appointed by the Executive Director, and one
representative with voice, but no vote, from the Libraries to be appointed by the Director of
Libraries”. Questions regarding admission can thus be answered more easily and the Libraries will be
informed of new program proposals and aware of acquisitions required, early in the approval process.

b) Council of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS) (05-APPC-10-17)

Interim Dean (Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies) James Nemes presented the document.  In response
to questions, he stated that the number of faculties’ academic and student representatives on the
Council depends on the size of the faculty.  CGPS meets once a month.  The report of the CGPS
Working Group on the MGSF Allocation Formula will likely be brought to APPC.

c)     Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning (SCTL)

The SCTL will be reporting after it has held its first meeting of the 2005-06 session on 15th

November. Asked whether there would be changes in the way course evaluation results are displayed,
the Chair replied that the results posted on the web reflect the way courses are evaluated, i.e. the
questionnaires currently used.  The Course Evaluation Workgroup is considering whether to select
three to five standard questions that would be used across the University. Other concerns have to do
with permission granting and with increasing response rates

02.10 Other business

None.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.
Helen M.C. Richard 2005-11-16


