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Dr. Sally Weeks was the residents’ choice for the
2002 Deirdre M. M. Gillies Award for Excellence in
the Teaching of Anesthesia.  This is the second
time that Dr. Weeks has been the recipient of this
award.  This annual award gives residents an
opportunity to recognize the contributions made
by faculty to their education.  The award is in the
name of Dr. Deirdre Gillies, previous Anesthetist-
in-Chief of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.  Dr.
Gillies was legendary in her commitment to
teaching and her dedication to the education of
young physicians, and she was instrumental in the
training of many of the McGill faculty.  The award
was first established in 1996, and serves to honour
excellence by faculty in resident teaching.  Dr. Sally
Weeks is a fitting recipient of this award because of
her relentless and enthusiastic dedication to
teaching.  Learning obstetric anesthesia with Dr.
Weeks at either the bedside or in the classroom is
a memorable and stimulating experience.  She is
compassionate and caring towards her patients,
supportive to her students and professional in her
conduct.  As both a physician and teacher, she is an
important role model for us all.

Welcome!
Dr. Fernando Cervero
graduated in Medicine at
Madrid University in 1972 and
has worked in academic
departments of universities in
Spain and the United Kingdom.
He holds a PhD from the
University of Madrid and a DSc
from the University of
Edinburgh.  From 1975 to
1994 he lived in the United

Congratulations to Sally Weeks
1997 and 2002 Deirdre M. M. Gillies

Award for Excellence
in the Teaching of Anesthesia

Kingdom where he worked in the Physiology
Departments of the Universities of Edinburgh and Bristol,
reaching the rank of Reader.  He has also spent sabbaticals
at universities in Sweden, Germany, Hong Kong and the
USA.  Prior to his appointment at McGill he was a full
Professor of Physiology and Chairman of the Physiology
Department of the University of Alcalá in Madrid, Spain.

Dr. Cervero holds the CIHR Industry Chair and is a full
Professor in the Department of Anesthesia and the Faculty
of Dentistry.  Dr. Cervero is based at the Anesthesia
Research Unit.

His research interests have always been in the
neurosciences, particularly in the physiology of somatic
sensory systems in the periphery and the spinal cord.  His
work has focussed on the physiology of pain and
nociceptive systems with a special interest in the
mechanisms of hyperalgesia and on pain of visceral origin.
He is the author of more than 120 publications in peer-
reviewed internationally recognized journals and has
edited several books about the mechanisms of pain.  In
1994 he was elected a member of the Academia Europeae.
Since September 2000 he has been the Editor-in-Chief of
the European Journal of Pain.  He has also been a member
of Council of the International Association for the Study of
Pain and the Chairman of its Research Committee for the
last six years.  Last summer Dr. Cervero was elected
Treasurer of the Executive Committee of the Association.
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From the Chairman

This newsletter highlights a series of very important academic projects that have engaged the
members of our Department over the past number of months. I am happy to report that our
Anesthesia Research Unit continues to expand further with the arrival of Professor Fernando Cervero.
The Anesthesia Research Unit now includes four outstanding scientists and several students,
expanding the research capacity of our faculty. The unique feature of this outsanding group is that it
brings researchers in psychology, physiology, pharmacology and the neurosciences together to
better understand pain.

We continue to report success by our faculty in obtaining career and research awards. During the last
year four of our staff have been successful in FRSQ career awards indicating that we have talented
clinician scientists able to compete at the provincial level against a large group of physicians from
other disciplines.  In the fall seven staff and two fellows were successful in obtaining cumulative
funding of over half a million dollars from the McGill University Health Centre Research Institute.  Other
members of the Department have been successful in national and international peer-review grant
funding competitions.  Thanks to a strong collaboration between our department and the Faculty of
Dentistry, we have been able to obtain one Senior Canada Research Chair and one CIHR-Industry
Chair. Together with the two endowed Chairs, the Wesley Bourne and the Harold Griffith, we now have
four chair-holders in our Department.  This represents a remarkable achievement in Canadian
academic anesthesia.

In continuing our tradition to recognize outstanding contributions by our staff and trainees in pursuit of
academic excellence, the Department has established an Annual Research Award to be presented
at the Harold Griffith Dinner for a research project conducted by a trainee (either a resident, a fellow,
a graduate student or a post-doc) during their last academic year.  This new award is named in
honour of Dr. Kresimir Krnjevic, Professor Emeritus and former Director of Anesthesia Research at
McGill.  Dr Kris Krnjevic’s illustrious career as a scientist and mentor, is the most obvious choice for
naming this award.

Welcome to our new residents and staff who joined the department during the last six months.  The
across-Canada and international make-up of the Department mirrors that of the University itself.  Our
Department offers an enticing environment in which to gain skills and knowledge necessary for a
career in anesthesia. Our international renown stems as much from our students and alumni as from
the achievements of our dedicated faculty members. It is worth mentioning the outstanding
contribution of Dr Sally Weeks who, for the second time, was selected by the residents to receive the
seventh Deirdre M. M. Gillies Award for Excellence in the Teaching of Anesthesia.

A new year has started and my best wishes go to all of you for health, prosperity, and much success.

- Franco Carli
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As usual time is flying by and we are already
halfway through the residency year again!

We started off the year in the usual way, by
welcoming the new R1s with a Pool Party and
BBQ in August.  This was well attended by the
residents and fun was had by all, even if it did
take a little extra courage to get in the water
thanks to the slightly less than balmy
weather!

The R2 and R4 residents recently
participated in “mock” oral exams - always a
rather nerve-wracking, but enlightening
experience!  All the residents greatly
appreciate the efforts and time of the
examiners involved, as well as other attending
staff who have participated throughout the
year in our system of practice oral exam
questions.

Starting in January, we will be making a minor
change to the resident seminar system.  The
formal lecture block will now be held from
2–4pm on Wednesdays to allow our very
proactive R2s to use the preceding two hours
for their independent study group.  This is a
continuation of a pilot project begun last
summer at their instigation.  The group meets
weekly to review subjects of their choice and
to set up learning objectives around the
various study topics.  It is hoped that this
project can be translated into a self-guided
study system complementary to our existing
half-day seminars.  The R4s will also likely be
using the extra two hours from 12noon–2pm
for extra lectures in subspecialty topics
particular to their year, such as pediatrics
and neuroanesthesia.

A few of our residents have recently taken the
opportunity to participate in an elective block
in aviation medicine.  This medical elective is
open to senior residents following completion
of the core ICU rotations in their R3 year.  It
provides exposure to issues involved in the
transport and management of critically ill
patients in an aviation setting.  Although many
of the flights are to repatriate “snowbirds” or
transport patients from northern parts of the
province, more exotic locales have been visited
as well!  So far, this new elective looks like a
welcome addition to the McGill medical
programs and promises to be a valuable
experience for anyone considering a career in
critical care or who just wants a bit more
adventure than the usual blood bank month!

The FMRQ (Fédération des Médecins
Résidents du Québec) is currently in the
process of ratifying a proposed one-year
extension of our current collective agreement
with the government.  Of particular note,
residents in a Royal College program are now
able to spend up to three months doing out-of-
province electives and still receive their salary.
This is great news for residents in our
program, who will now have the opportunity to
explore further areas that are under-
represented in the McGill system, such as
trauma and hyperbaric medicine.

- Vynka Lash, Chief Resident

Residents CorResidents CorResidents CorResidents CorResidents Cornernernernerner
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Welcome Party
August 9, 2002

Drs Surita Sidhu & Vynka Lash

Drs Chandra, Bozzer & Allard and Ms Brecht

Drs Garrett Kovarik & Ryan Mai
Dr. Andrew Nice with wife Karen

Dr. Li Pi Shan and gang
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Introducing our
First Year Residents

REPORT ON RESIDENCREPORT ON RESIDENCREPORT ON RESIDENCREPORT ON RESIDENCREPORT ON RESIDENCY TRY TRY TRY TRY TRAINING PROGRAINING PROGRAINING PROGRAINING PROGRAINING PROGRAMAMAMAMAM

DrDrDrDrDr. Ruth Cover. Ruth Cover. Ruth Cover. Ruth Cover. Ruth Covert, Rt, Rt, Rt, Rt, Residency Program Directoresidency Program Directoresidency Program Directoresidency Program Directoresidency Program Director

RRRRResident Numbersesident Numbersesident Numbersesident Numbersesident Numbers

Total number of residents, July 1, 2002
                                                                  R1  4
                                                                  R2  5
                                                                  R3  6
                                                                  R4  9
                                                                  R5  7
                                                               Total: 31

Sources of residents
McGill   6
Other Quebec universities   6
Other Canadian universities 16
Transfers from other McGill programs   2 (plus 1 in Aug 02)
Middle Eastern   1
Retour de pratique   1 (to start Mar 03)

  CaRMS positions for 2003:  CaRMS positions for 2003:  CaRMS positions for 2003:  CaRMS positions for 2003:  CaRMS positions for 2003:   4  4  4  4  4

Dr. Paul Wiezcorek
Medical School:  McGill University

Dr. Catherine Paquet
Medical School:  Université de Laval

Dr. Philip Waters
Medical School:  McGill University

Dr. Edgar Hockmann
Medical School:  Queen’s University
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Anesthesia RAnesthesia RAnesthesia RAnesthesia RAnesthesia Research Research Research Research Research Reporeporeporeporeporttttt

A number of activities related to anesthesia research
have taken place in the last year.  First, Dr. Fernando
Cervero, who was previously Professor and Director of
Physiology at the University of Alcala, Madrid, Spain,
joined our department this summer.  Dr. Cervero
received a CIHR University/Industry Chair, in
collaboration with AstraZeneca R&D, Montreal.  Dr.
Cervero’s expertise is in spinal cord mechanisms of
chronic pain, novel analgesic development and visceral
pain.  He is Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of
Pain, which he will now run from his Montreal office.
He is also Treasurer of the International Association for
the Study of Pain.  Dr. Cervero’s laboratory is in the
Anesthesia Research Unit, McIntyre Medical Building, in
connection with the labs of Terence Coderre and Gary
Bennett.

Dr. Sarah Flatters has received the Ronald Melzack
Fellowship to do postdoctoral study with Dr. Gary
Bennett.  Dr. Flatters received her Ph.D. in Pharmacology
from University College, London, under the direction of
Dr. Anthony Dickenson.  She is now conducting studies
of neuropathic pain related to cancer treatments.

Two new postdoctoral fellows have begun working
with Terence Coderre.  They are Naresh Kumar from the
Department of Pharmacology at the Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Education and Research in
Chandigarh, India, and Isabella Ruocco from the
Department of Pharmacology & Therapeutics at McGill
University.  Two Ph.D. students, Mark Pitcher and Dimitris
Xanthos, have also joined Dr. Coderre’s lab.  Mr. Pitcher
received both a McGill Graduate Fellowship and an
MUHC Research Institute Studentship
 
Drs Thomas Schricker and Mark Ware have both
received the highly competitive Chercheurs Boursier
Cliniciens salary awards from the FRSQ.

Several department members have received research
grants this year.  These include Terence Coderre, who
received a CIHR award, Davinia Withington, who

received a Heart and Stroke Foundation award, and
Catherine Bushnell, who received an NIH award.
Further, Dr. Chantal Villemure received a one-year grant
from the US Sense of Smell Institute, and Drs Bennett,
Coderre and Bushnell are members of a team that
received an award from Valorization Research Quebec
(VRQ) to support research staff, including a research
nurse, research associate, and animal technician.

The 7th Annual McGill Pain Day will be held Wednesday,
January 22nd, 2003.  The event includes an afternoon
workshop on Quantitative Sensory Testing, a poster
session and plenary lecture by Michael Robotham, MD,
of the UCSF Pain Centre.  His talk is entitled: “Strategies
for Pharmacological Management of Neuropathic Pain:
Disease Based, Mechanism Based, or Evidence Based?”

A major initiative put forth this year was the organization
of the University-wide Centre for Pain Research.
Researchers from various departments in the faculties of
Medicine, Dentistry and Science are initial members of
the Centre.  The Department of Anesthesia is the lead
department in this initiative, with Drs Bushnell and
Bennett being members of the planning committee, and
Drs Carli, Cervero, Coderre, Shir and Ware being initial
core members of the Centre.  Initially, the Centre will be
virtual, in that members will be located throughout the
campus and hospitals, but a major effort is currently in
place to find a physical core facility.  Such a facility will
have human testing laboratories, as well as animal
behavioral, physiological, molecular and anatomical
labs.  We hope that such facilities will be of use to many
members of the Anesthesia Department.

- M. Catherine Bushnell,
Anesthesia Research Director
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Dr. Kresimir Krnjevic - Outstanding Scholar

DDDDDr Krnjevic obtained his MD in 1949 from the University of Edinburgh, in Scotland where he also received his BSc and PhD. After
four years as a postdoctoral fellow in neurophysiology at the University of Washington, Seattle and at the Australian National
University of Canberra, he became the principal senior Scientific Officer at the ARC Institute of Animal Physiology, in Cambridge.
In 1964 Dr Krnjevic came to McGill as a Visiting Professor in the Department of Physiology for one year, after which he was asked
to stay on as the incoming Director of Anesthesia Research.  This post was previously held by Sir Gordon Robson. Dr Krnjevic
remained Director of Anesthesia Research for 34 years, until 1999 when Dr Catherine Bushnell took over this position.  From
1978 to 1987 Dr Krnjevic was Chairman of the McGill Department of Physiology.  In 2001 he was nominated Professor Emeritus
of this University.

Dr Krnjevic received several national and international awards and professional recognition amongst some of which are: the
Fellowship of the Royal Society of Canada, the Alexander Forbes Lecturership, the Chairmanship of the International Union
Physiological Science, the Sarazin Award of the Canadian Physiological Society, the Gairdner International Award, Officer of the
Order of Canada, Membership in the Croatian Academy of Science, and the Wilder Penfield Prize.

Dr. Krnjevic has published over 600 manuscripts on mechanisms of communication between brain cells, control of neuronal
excitability and cellular mechanism by which anesthetics, oxygen and glucose-lack affect the brain function.  In 1982, Current
Contents nominated Dr Krnjevic as one of the 1000 most cited contemporary authors.

- Franco Carli, Chairman

AAAAATTTTTTENTIONTENTIONTENTIONTENTIONTENTION
CLINICAL FELLOWS, POST-DOCS, RESIDENTS AND STUDENTS: NEW

RESEARCH AWARD FOR TRAINEES

It is with great pleasure that we announce the establishment of the
First Kresimir KrnjevicAnesthesia Research Award for Trainees

Given annually for outstanding trainee research projectGiven annually for outstanding trainee research projectGiven annually for outstanding trainee research projectGiven annually for outstanding trainee research projectGiven annually for outstanding trainee research project

Eligibility:Eligibility:Eligibility:Eligibility:Eligibility: Any grAny grAny grAny grAny graduaduaduaduaduaaaaate student, resident, postdoctorte student, resident, postdoctorte student, resident, postdoctorte student, resident, postdoctorte student, resident, postdoctoral fellow oral fellow oral fellow oral fellow oral fellow or
clinicclinicclinicclinicclinical fellow tral fellow tral fellow tral fellow tral fellow training within the McGill Anesthesiaaining within the McGill Anesthesiaaining within the McGill Anesthesiaaining within the McGill Anesthesiaaining within the McGill Anesthesia
DepDepDepDepDepararararartmenttmenttmenttmenttment

submissubmissubmissubmissubmission:sion:sion:sion:sion: A completed manuscript thaA completed manuscript thaA completed manuscript thaA completed manuscript thaA completed manuscript that has been pt has been pt has been pt has been pt has been published or is inublished or is inublished or is inublished or is inublished or is in
presprespresprespress, submits, submits, submits, submits, submitted or readted or readted or readted or readted or ready to be submity to be submity to be submity to be submity to be submitted for pted for pted for pted for pted for publicublicublicublicublicaaaaation.tion.tion.tion.tion.

deadline:deadline:deadline:deadline:deadline: March 3, 2003March 3, 2003March 3, 2003March 3, 2003March 3, 2003

Award presentation at the Harold Griffith Lecture, April 23Award presentation at the Harold Griffith Lecture, April 23Award presentation at the Harold Griffith Lecture, April 23Award presentation at the Harold Griffith Lecture, April 23Award presentation at the Harold Griffith Lecture, April 23rdrdrdrdrd, 2003, 2003, 2003, 2003, 2003

Courtesy of: Marc-André Grenier
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FRSQ Chercheur-boursier Clinicien
Dr. Mark Ware & Dr. Thomas Schricker

Drs Carli, Ware, Schricker & Dean Fuks

MUHC Research Institute Awards

From Left: Drs Carli, Ware, Shir, Ruiz, Flatters, Asenjo, Plaisance, Mrs
Plaisance, Mrs Ware, Mrs Shir, Mrs Ruiz, Mrs Asenjo

(Dr. Deschamps absent)

Research Institute 175th Anniversary
Fellowship Award

Dr. Francisco Asenjo & Dr. Pedro Ruiz

The Auxiliary Research Fellowship Award
Dr. Patrick Plaisance

The Louise Edwards Foundation Award
in Pain Research

Dr. Mark Ware

The Simon and Morris Fast Award
for Oncology
Dr. Yoram Shir

The MGH and RVH Foundations Awards
Dr. Alain Deschamps

The Ron Melzack Pain Research
Post-Doctoral Fellowship Award

Dr. Sarah Flatters

“Does Early Corticosteroid Administration Diminish
Inflammatory Response to CPB in Infants?”

   Cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB) causes a systemic
inflammatory response, which is particularly severe in
babies and infants.  This can contribute to morbidity
and mortality after congenital cardiac surgery.
   Corticosteroids have been given in the pump prime
in most major pediatric cardiac surgery centres for
many years to attenuate the inflammatory response to
CPB.  Recent animal studies and steroid pharmacology
suggest that earlier administration would be more
beneficial.
   Our hypothesis is that the clinical manifestations and
mediator release of the inflammatory response to CPB
can be significantly attenuated by the early
administration of methylprednisolone in neonates and
infants.  This will be tested by a randomized, controlled,
double-blind study.  Patients under 2 years of age
having corrective cardiac surgery will be randomized
into three groups, each of 15 patients.  All will receive
methylprednisolone 30 mg/kg-1: at 12-18 hours pre-
operatively (Group 1); at anesthesia induction (Group
2); in the pump at initiation of the CPB (Group 3/
standard of care)
   Data collection will include a) cytokine analysis; b)
adhesion molecule assay; c) glutathione and
prostaglandin assay (oxidative stress indicators); d)
pulmonary function measurements; static compliance
and A-aDO2; e) routine hemodynamic data; f) body
water: fluid balance and weight gain; g) outcomes
(morbidity and mortality, duration of IPPV and PICU
stay).  The timing of a) and b) are guided by published
data from adults and children.
   The groups will be compared for each of the
measured parameter (a-g) and examined for
correlation between biochemical and clinical
measures of inflammatory response.  The primary
outcome variable will be differences in A-aDO2 values
between the groups.
    The results of this investigation will help to determine
whether early methylprednisolone administration is
more effective than current practice in attenuating
the inflammatory response to CPB and improving
outcomes in this pediatric population.

CAS 2002 Research GRANTS and Awards program
(Photo & Article courtesy of CAS Anesthesia News; Volume 18, Number 1)

Dr. Earl Wynands Research Award
in Cardiovascular Anesthesia
and/or Perioperative Blood
Conservation
Dr. Davinia Withington
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Abstract: Our brain is involved in processing pain,
whether it is superficial cutaneous pain, caused by
a scratch or a burn, or deep internal pain, caused
by heartburn or gas in the intestines.  Moreover,
activation of a common cortical network is
suggested during different types of pain in humans,
implying that as long as the stimulus is painful it will
be processed similarly in the cerebral cortex.
However, no one has yet made direct comparison
between superficial and deep pain of similar
intensity and location; direct comparison is
necessary in order to see how superficial pain
relates to a more clinically relevant deep pain and
to further our understanding of the latter.

In three separate studies, the perception of visceral
and cutaneous pain in humans was examined using
psychophysical, brain imaging and
pharmacological approaches, respectively. The first
study revealed that for a similar given intensity,
duration and location, visceral pain is more
unpleasant, more varied qualitatively, more diffuse
and more persistent after stimulation has ended,
suggesting that there are some significant
distinctions in the neural processes of external and
internal pain in humans.  The second study

examined such processes with functional magnetic
resonance imaging (fMRI), disclosing substantial
differences in cortical processing of sensory
information from skin and viscera, including limbic
areas associated with the emotional component of
pain (anterior cingulate and insular cortices), and
sensory areas (primary somatosensory cortex).  In
addition, several similar cortical areas were
activated by both superficial and deep pain,
consistent with the existence of a common pain
network independent of the nature of pain.  The
final study examined a possible divergence in
pharmacological processes underlying deep and
superficial pain, which could arise from differences
in neuronal processing.  The findings revealed that
NMDA-receptors mediate both visceral and
cutaneous pain in humans, yet the affect of visceral
pain might be more susceptible to their blockers,
which may be a potential explanation for different
treatments of visceral and cutaneous pains.

Together these studies provide direct evidence of
the differences and similarities between visceral and
cutaneous pain in humans within the perceptual,
physiological and pharmacological domains.

From Left: Dr. Ted Reyes with Perri Gdalevitch,
Dr. Karen Brown and Sunil Garg

The MCH Department of Anesthesia created the
Annual Dr. Irene Assimes Award of Excellence for a
Medical Student in honour of the late Dr. Irene
Assimes’ dedication to education of the medical
students rotating in the Anesthesia Department of
the Montreal Children’s Hospital.  This award is
based on the student’s basic knowledge, clinical
skills and attitude.  We are proud to congratulate
Ms Perri Gdalevitch and Mr. Sunil Garg as co-
recipients for 2002.

The FThe FThe FThe FThe First Annual Irene Assimes Award of Excellenceirst Annual Irene Assimes Award of Excellenceirst Annual Irene Assimes Award of Excellenceirst Annual Irene Assimes Award of Excellenceirst Annual Irene Assimes Award of Excellence
for the Outstanding Medical Student

Irina Strigo, who has been working with Drs M. Catherine
Bushnell and Gary H. Duncan on studies of visceral and
cutaneous pain: neural correlates and pharmacological
intervention, received her PhD in July 2002.
Congratulations Irina!
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Wesley Bourne
Lecture &

Dr. Robert Sladen,
“Preoperative evaluation of

September
Dr. Steve Backman presented Dr. Robert Sladen,

with the Wesley Bourne Clock for

Visiting Professors

f

Drs Bushnell, Backman, Goyer seated here with
Dr. & Mrs Rafla, Dr. & Mrs Sladen

Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)

Drs Hasel, Hamawy, Siddiqui,
Scott, McHugh & Khairy

The Bourne Family in attendance at this year’s
event (Dr. & Mrs Bob Bourne,

Mr. Thomas Bourne, Dr. & Mrs. Boyd,
Dr. & Mrs Hilary Bourne)
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Memorial
Dinner
Columbia University
the compromised patient”
25th, 2002

Dr & Mrs Delabays, Drs Gvozdic, Xi Hong,
Waters, & McMillan

Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)Photographie Harold Perlman, St-Hubert (Qc)

Drs Nordstrom, Bozzer, Allard,
Yves Tremblay & Dr. Laniel,
Leo Pizzi & Dr. Kaprelian

Drs Lash, DeKoven, Bondy, Charghi, Bird,
Metcalf, & Mrs Bondy Dr. Asenjo, Siddiqui, NIce,

Mrs Asenjo, Drs Brown & Klubien
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I consider myself a very fortunate anesthetist for
having been associated with such a prestigious
Department of Anesthesia at McGill.  Not many
anesthetists get a chance to work in a department of
anesthesia that was chaired successively by such great
anesthetists: Wesley Bourne, Harold Griffith, Richard
Gilbert, Philip Bromage, John Sandison, David Bevan,
Gordon Fox, and now Franco Carli.  They all followed
the same principles: extraordinary high quality of work;
superb clinical care; strong teaching program and
vigorous research program.

I started my internship (many years ago) at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital of Montreal.  This was “Uncle
Harold’s” hospital where he used curare in anesthesia
for the first time.  So naturally it was quite an exciting
atmosphere.  Those days (the era before laparoscopic
surgery and “iron retractors”) human beings (ie:
interns) were used as retractors.  So during my
surgery rotation, I would be third or fourth assistant
during cholecystectomies.   This meant holding a
retractor without being able to see anything in the
surgical field, but I was at least able to observe what
the anesthetist was doing.  After watching Deirdre
Gillies a couple of times, my decision was made that
anesthesia was what I wanted to do, and I enrolled in
the McGill program.  I did my first year at the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital.  Dr. Gillies was just a superb
teacher who was totally dedicated and devoted to the

well-being of patients and to teaching.  Bart Sutherland,
also a great teacher, succeeded Bill Cullen as the Chief of
the Department.

My next rotation was at the MGH where I met Dr. Dunkley,
who not only taught me anesthesia but he also taught me
to play squash at the McGill gym.  The best thing in my life
happened while at the MGH: I met my wife AnnMarie
Vairo.  She had come from Sudbury (Ont.) to do a post-
graduate course in operating room nursing.  Interestingly
enough AnnMarie never returned back to Sudbury to work
and never worked in an operating room again!  I am very
grateful to my lovely wife AnnMarie for her help and
support all these years.

After the MGH, I went to the RVH.  In those days residents
rotated either at the MGH or at the RVH, I was the only
resident that year to rotate at both.  I must point out that I
was totally ignorant of the rivalry between the two
hospitals.  Dr. Bromage (the chief at the time) used to take
the new residents around to introduce them to people.
When he introduced me to Dr. Normand Belliveau, Dr.
Belliveau asked where I was before coming to the Vic, and
with a very straight face I replied that I was at the
General.  Dr. Belliveau then said, “And where is that?”,
and when I very naively answered “On Cedar Avenue, Sir”,
the laughter could be heard as far as the MGH.

At the RVH, I was fortunate again to find the greatest
teachers in the world: Drs Bromage, Wynands, Otton,
Burfoot, Don, Fox and Houle (the obstetrical twins),
Sheridan, Wrigley, Semeniuk, Gertel, Cousins, etc.  We
were lucky because some of these teachers were either
studying for, or had just passed their Royal College exams,
so you learned a lot just by listening to them prepare for
exams by quizzing each other.  There were many
interesting moments like when Dr. Wrigley couldn’t get a
single ECG monitor on earth to work in the OR, yet at the
same time all the vital signs of a man walking on the moon
were being monitored!  I proceeded to the MCH to work
with another superb teacher the great José Rosales who
was the chief at the time and to end my training I did my
year of medicine at RVH and Queen Mary Veterans.

I should point out that as a resident, apart from having
superb teachers, I had superb colleagues such as Mounir
Abou Madi, Raafat Hannallah, Richard Wahba, Mani Batra,
Adel Girgis, Hosni Bassili, Peter Dwane, J. Kuriyan, Irene
Assimes, Sorana Vilderman, Raymond Sabbagh, Jean
Sioufi, Richard Cain, Ken Wells, Preston Leavitt, Elizabeth
Wilkinson, Joanne Brown, etc, which made the period of
training very pleasant

After finishing my training, I was appointed as staff at the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital where I stayed until its closure in
1996.  Ironically, the same day it closed was the day I

Farewell to
Dr. Samir Rafla

Dr. Rafla retired in March 2002 after over 30 years dedicated
service.  The Department celebrated his retirement at the Wesley

Bourne Dinner, September 25th, 2002. On behalf  of  the Depart-
ment, Dr. Frances Barry, who was also part of  the QEH team,

presented Dr. Rafla with a clock.
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completed 25 years of service at the “Queen E”.   I had a
wonderful career at the QEH where I worked under the
directorship of Bart Sutherland, then Deirdre Gillies and
finally Serge Lenis.  I worked with great colleagues:  Imran
Khan, Richard Wahba, Abe Katz, Preston Leavitt, Colin
Davies, Colette Hegarty, Trudy Pugsley, Frances Barry.  It
was a big family and I made a lot of friends.  There was a
great team of excellent surgeons, nurses, supporting
technical and secretarial staff.  I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Mrs Patricia Sikender for her
continuous help and support for so many years.

After the closure of the QEH, I worked at the Verdun General
Hospital for 6 months until I moved to St Mary’s Hospital.  I
was very grateful to my colleagues at SMH for re-
introducing me to obstetrical anesthesia.  I was once again
fortunate to work under the directorship of Serge Lenis, and
for a short time André Martel.

It was very gratifying that I was able to make a small
contribution in the training of many excellent residents,
and it is very rewarding to see so many of them now
occupying so many important positions.

My career has been a very satisfying and fulfilling one and
I would like to thank Dr. Franco Carli, all the chiefs, all the
members of the McGill Department, the respiratory
technologists and all the members of the secretarial staff:
Maria Pacelli, Diana Di Zazzo, Sandra Cardoso, Maria
Colonna, and Ann Wright.  Thank you so much for the
lovely evening on September 25th, 2002, at the Wesley
Bourne Dinner, for Dr. Barry’s kind words during her
speech, and for the beautiful clock.

- Sam Rafla

Continuing Medical Education
 Academic Events Winter 2003

WWWWWednesday Januarednesday Januarednesday Januarednesday Januarednesday January 22, 2003y 22, 2003y 22, 2003y 22, 2003y 22, 2003

DrDrDrDrDr. Michael R. Michael R. Michael R. Michael R. Michael Robotham, University of Califorobotham, University of Califorobotham, University of Califorobotham, University of Califorobotham, University of Californianianianiania
“Strategies for Pharmacological Management of
Neuropathic Pain: Disease Based, Mechanism Based.
or Evidence Based?”
Montreal Neurological Hospital
3801, University Street
Webster Pavilion: Jeanne Timmins Amphitheatre,
1st Floor
2:00pm

WWWWWednesday Fednesday Fednesday Fednesday Fednesday Febrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruary 19, 2003y 19, 2003y 19, 2003y 19, 2003y 19, 2003
DrDrDrDrDr. John Doyle, The Cleveland Clinic. John Doyle, The Cleveland Clinic. John Doyle, The Cleveland Clinic. John Doyle, The Cleveland Clinic. John Doyle, The Cleveland Clinic
“Update on Airway Management. Do we need new
gadgets and algorithms?”
Omni Hotel Mont-Royal
1050, Sherbrooke Street West
Salon Printemps
6:00pm

Thursday March 13, 2003Thursday March 13, 2003Thursday March 13, 2003Thursday March 13, 2003Thursday March 13, 2003
JOHN WESTWOOD SANDISION RESIDENTS’ EDUCATION DAY
Dr. Mamta Gautam
“Physician Health and Well-being in the 21st Century”
Royal Victoria Hospital
687, Ave. des Pins West
Archibald Amphitheatre, S10.21
7:30am

Saturday April 12, 2003Saturday April 12, 2003Saturday April 12, 2003Saturday April 12, 2003Saturday April 12, 2003
THE PHILIP R. BROMAGE ANESTHESIA RESEARCH DAY
Delta Hotel, Montreal
475, President Kennedy
Vivaldi Room
8:00am to 2:30pm

WWWWWednesday April 23, 2003ednesday April 23, 2003ednesday April 23, 2003ednesday April 23, 2003ednesday April 23, 2003
HAROLD R. GRIFFITH MEMORIAL LECTURE
Dr. Beverly Orser, University of Toronto
“Anesthetic Frontiers: Focus on Paitent Safety”
Omni Hotel Mont-Royal
1050, Sherbrooke Street West
Salon Printemps
6:00pm

May 24, 25, & 26, 2003May 24, 25, & 26, 2003May 24, 25, & 26, 2003May 24, 25, & 26, 2003May 24, 25, & 26, 2003

MCGILL ANESTHESIA UPDATE

(Previously called Refresher Course)
See insert page14
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6385

7th  Annual  McGill  Pain  Day

Wednesday, January 22, 2003

2:00-4:00 p.m.
Trainee workshops on quantitative sensory and autonomic testing

Karin Petersen, M.D. & Gary Bennett, Ph.D.
Royal Victoria Hospital, 687 Pine Ave West, Room M3.30

4:00-6:00 p.m.
Poster session, hors d’oeuvres, wine & cheese

Montreal Neurological Institute, 3801 University, Jeanne Timmins Amphitheatre

6:15 p.m.
Poster prizes and introductory remarks

Andy Dray: “Analgesia Discovery at AstraZeneca”
Montreal Neurological Institute, 3801 University,  Jeanne Timmins Amphitheatre

6:30-7:30 p.m.
Plenary Lecture

“Strategies for Pharmacological Management
of Neuropathic Pain:Disease, Mechanism, or Evidence Based?”

Speaker: Michael Rowbotham, M.D.
Director of UCSF Pain Research Centre

The program is organized by the McGill Department of Anesthesia

A get-together for health care professionals and trainees interested in the treatment
and study of pain.
Prizes given by the FRSQ Dental Research Network for best trainee presentations.
RSVP  by January 10, 2003 to:
Dr. M.C. Bushnell
catherine.bushnell@mcgill.ca
Fax: (514) 398-8241
Tel: (514) 398-6385
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  Welcome to . . .

Dr. Frank Ramadori graduated from
McGill where he completed his
residency in Family Medicine. This was
followed by a residency in Anesthesia at
the University of Rochester, New York.  Dr.
Ramadori then spent a year as an ICU Clinical Fellow at
the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston before
joining the MUHC in November 2002 as an Assistant
Professor and staff anesthesiologist based MGH site.

Dr. Sarah Flatters obtained her BSc and PhD in
Pharmacology at University College, London, England.
She is the recipient of the first Ronald Melzack Pain
Research Post-Doctoral Fellowship and will be working on
the mechanisms and treatment for chronic pain
conditions under the supervision of Dr. Gary Bennett.  Dr.
Flatters is based at the Anesthesia Research Unit at the
McIntyre Medical Sciences Building.

Yoram Shir, M.D. is a Board certified
anesthesiologist (Israel 1988) with a
particular interest in pain medicine.  In his
previous position as Director of the Pain
Relief Unit at Hadassah Hospital and an
Associate Professor at the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, Dr. Shir pursued his
research in opioid analgesia in humans
and the development of novel models of

neuropathic pain in rodents.  Dr. Shir was recently
appointed as an Associate Professor in the
Department of Anesthesia and will be based at the
MUHC Pain Centre where he will continue his clinical
and research work.  Following his recent findings
that diet, especially soy, suppresses chronic pain in
rats, his current research is aimed at identifying the
specific analgesic ingredient of soy.

Dr. Patrick Plaisance  graduated
from the R. Poincaré University
Medical Faculty, Garches, and
completed his residency in
Anesthesia and Critical Care at
Lariboisière University Hospital.  He has
been a staff anesthesiologist for ten
years and was the Director of the
Lariboisière Prehospital Emergency

Medical Service System.  Dr. Plaisance joins the
Department as an Associate Professor and staff
anesthesiologist at the MGH sharing his duties
between Anesthesia,Trauma and Urgence Santé.  At
McGill Dr. Plaisance will continue to be involved in
teaching and research in the field of trauma.

Dr. Xi Hong graduated
from Peking Union Medical
College, Beijing, China
where she also completed
her Anesthesia residency.
Dr. Hong came to McGill in
September, 2002, as a
Clinical Fellow and is based
at the MGH.

Dr. Indrani Lakheeram is a graduate
of McGill where she also undertook
her residency in Anesthesia which
included six months at Harvard. Dr.
Lakheeram then completed
Fellowships in Pediatric Anesthesia at
the Montreal Children’s Hospital and

the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children in
London, England.  Dr. Lakheeram joins us as an
Assistant Professor and staff anesthesiologist at the
MCH.

Dr. Andrew Owen, graduated from the
University of Saskatchewan and then
completed his Anesthesia residency at
McGill.  He has been a recipient of
several honors and awards during his
training and in April 2002 he received
the first John Sandison Award  for
Oustanding Resident.  Dr. Owen joins
the Department as an Assistant
Professor and staff anesthesiologist at
the MGH.

Dr. Ian Kaufman graduated
from McGill where he also
completed his residency
training in Anesthesia.  He then
spent a year as a Fellow in
Obstetric Anesthesia at the RVH
under the supervision of Dr.
Sally Weeks.  In July 2002, Dr.
Kaufman was appointed Assistant Professor and
staff anesthesiologist at the RVH.
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Helping to Develop Anesthesia in Nepal

By Thomas  J. McCaugheyBy Thomas  J. McCaugheyBy Thomas  J. McCaugheyBy Thomas  J. McCaugheyBy Thomas  J. McCaughey

Nepal was peaceful and untroubled when my wife and I first
went there twenty years ago and I worked for a few months as
an anesthesiologist in the mission hospital in Patan. When we
returned to Canada the following spring I got a surprise call
requesting me to teach in a Diploma in Anesthesia program
established by the University of  Calgary and Tribhuvan
University.  This became the most successful program of  its
kind that I have ever heard of. It has been well documented,
mostly by the man who guided it from the Canadian side and
who deserves the credit, Dr. Roger Maltby of  Calgary.

When Dr. Maltby talks about it he often uses this title:
“Helping to establish a self-sustaining program in someone
else’s country.” He talks around the words in the title, all of
them important.  I came upon the following anonymous but
useful lines in an out-of-the-way place:

“Go to the people
Live with them
Learn from them
Start with what they know,
Build on what they have.

But with the best leaders,
When the work is done
The task accomplished
The people will say:
‘We have done this ourselves.’”

It is better to be realistic in the developing world, to be
humble in the best sense. “The grass will grow over what you
did before you reach the airport,” an old friend said, but it
does not have to be so if  the people behind can say “We have
done this ourselves,” and carry on.

Dr. Maltby and Professor Roshana Amatya of  Tribhuvan University
held the DA program on course for ten years and graduated forty-three
anesthetists for Nepal. His plan was to phase us out and let the
Nepalese run it themselves. I had misgivings, but the Nepalese took
over gradually and one of  the best anesthesiologists the program
produced, graduated under them.

Roger Maltby achieved what is now impossible. Apart from guiding the
program, advising on the curriculum, working in it himself, examining,
surveying the work of  the graduates in situ and supporting the staff  with
their writings and academic efforts, he recruited all the teachers from a
pool of  professors that included, with him and me, John Sandison of
McGill, Wolfgang Spoerel and Arnold Tweed of  the University of
Western Ontario and George Moonie of  the University of  Alberta at
Edmonton. Mary Ellen Cooke of  the University of  Toronto was the
exception but I found out later that she had won the best clinical
teacher award at Toronto so many times that they excluded her from the
competition. All of  us served a minimum of  three months, most six,
almost all on two occasions. I did two terms of  a year.

The DA program had everything in the country going for it. The
Ministry of  Health requested it and subsidized anesthetists and Dr.
Maltby was part of  strenuous negotiations with them that resulted in
their guaranteeing a career pathway for the graduates.
The program that followed the DA was very different, a three year,
higher level one for the MD, a postgraduate degree equivalent to the
Fellowship, with writing a thesis a training requirement. By this the
Canadian Anesthesiologists’ Society International Education Fund of
which Dr. Maltby was Chairman, provided help. The present Chairman
is Dr. Dennis Reid, Professor and Chairman, Department of
Anesthesia, University of  Ottawa.

The objective of  the DA program was to provide anesthetists for the
Nepalese people while that of  the MD program was, it seemed to me,
to provide higher education in anesthesiology without reference to the
country’s needs. For that reason it appealed to me less than the DA
program but I worked for the first three years in the new program and
kept my reservations to myself. The Nepalese faculty now run it
themselves and no longer need outside help. It has been a great success.

Working for a while in the developing world should be a viable option
in every career. When I returned the first time from Kathmandu I
decided never to take a full-time job again. It was not that I became, or
that I am, a missionary, I just saw how most of  the world has to live
with much worse insecurity than anyone here imagines and my
problems seemed much smaller. The developing world will change you,
too.

I also discovered what might surprise you, that most people do not care
what you do as long as it does not bother or scandalize them. Even your
dearest friend will accept your doing the most peculiar things with
resignation. Those that love you just want to know that you are “happy”
doing whatever it is you do.

CAS Gold Medal and Plaque June 2000
Dr. Thomas J. McCaughey

From Left: Dr. Roger Maltby, Dr. Thomas McCaughey
and Dr. Serge Lenis

Photo Courtesy of CMA  and CAS Anesthesia News
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Dr. McCaughey and wife Theodora in Nepal 1983
(Photo courtesy of Dr. T. McCaughey)

But you face another world now and the world over there is also
changing rapidly. If  you thought of  going to Nepal now, and it
doesn’t have to be Nepal, you would only go for a short while and
might teach them some a special skill or give them refresher
courses, as the British do in East Africa. If  you get a chance to
teach nurse anesthetists, take it, that can make a great difference to
bringing anesthetic care to people of  the world, Harold Griffith’s
ideal. Good nurse anesthetists are more stable and often more
honest than doctors. I wish now that the Nepalese anesthesiologists
and ministry had not excluded the possibility of  teaching them.

I taught anesthetic officers in Madagascar and in Uganda, in the
first replacing an American, Dr. Tom Fell, whom I take as a model
for “teaching a short course in anesthesia in a poor country,” as he
calls it.

Uganda brought up for me an ethical dilemma. We are all keen to
conform to local practices but what is bad is bad and you should
not have any part of  it.

One morning I was working in Uganda with an anesthetic officer
when I was called to the next room to help a staff  anesthetist, a
woman, doing a gynecology list and later a Caesarean section under
general anesthesia.  They were starting an ectopic when I came into
the room and I saw that there were no overhead lights. Worse, the
anesthetist had only a small needle in place. They were just opening
the abdomen and blood spilled onto the floor in the dim light. I
went to some supplies I carried, got a large bore catheter and put it
into an external jugular vein and we gave volumes of  fluid and then
blood. The patient survived but I told the staff  that I was upset and
asked them why they had started. The answer was that they had
been waiting to have the lights replaced for weeks or months.   The
Caesarean section was next with the same anesthetist. This time the
problem was that there was no equipment for resuscitation of  the
baby. I think they said it had been stolen.

I would not have undertaken either of  these anesthetics in these
circumstances. As a consequence of  those experiences I now teach
that you must adapt but must not leave your standards at the
airport. Think what you would have done in these two cases, given
that neither could be postponed, and that you were going to stay
there for the foreseeable future.

My wife says when we go to the developing world again, “You
cannot say you are making a big sacrifice, I know you better, you just
like doing it.”  I reply, “Right, but I do not see any of  your friends
rushing to follow you.”  The truth is that without her it would not
have been possible. It is not easy to set up another household for
long stays and to accept an interesting but much lower standard of
living.  As for the program, without Dr. Maltby there wouldn’t have
been one and without his personal support and friendship, his and
that of  a certain Dr. Bushmill, an old and wise colleague from north
Antrim who always joined us for critical discussions, I could have
done nothing.

There was about a 30% loss in DA graduates who went overseas
between 1986 and 2000 and did not return. Our graduates went to
the zonal and regional hospitals and we made two surveys, visiting
them all; I did one in 1988 and Roger Maltby and I did one with the
Nepalese faculty in 1990. Apart from the zonal hospitals most of
them have now left the periphery. The government’s failure to
maintain minimum conditions of  practice and now the political
turmoil in the country have made their positions untenable.

On Friday night 4 October 2002 King Gyanendra of  Nepal went on
national television and announced that the Prime Minister would be
relieved of  his office and the Council of  Ministers dissolved and that
he would exercise the “executive powers of  the Kingdom of  Nepal
and undertake the responsibility of  governance in the country.”
This is the latest political move in an effort to settle the uprising in
the country. It appears that the majority of  the Nepalese people
support the King. The resolution of  their problems, including the
provision of  anesthetic services, will have to come, as always, from
the people themselves and from the massive changes and political
and violent upheaval that the country is now undergoing.

Roger Maltby’s publications:
(Maltby JR, Rana NB, Amatya R, Shrestha BM. “Anaesthesia training
in Nepal.” Canadian Journal of  Anaesthesia 1987; 34: 51-55.
 Maltby JR, Amatya R, Rana NB, Shrestha BM, Tuladhar TM,
McCaughey TJ. “Anaesthesia training and development in Nepal
1985-1990.” Canadian Journal of  Anaesthesia 1991; 38: 105-110 .)

He also gave a very good overview of  the Canadian part in
developing anesthesia in Nepal at the World Congress of  WFSA in
Montreal, 2000, under the title:  “Helping to Establish a Self
Sustaining Program.”

- Thomas J. McCaughey

Dr. Thomas McCaughey was
Anesthetist-in-Chief at the

Montreal General Hospital from
1970 to 1979.



www.mcgill/anesthesia.ca

20

Holiday Fun & Games
at the Cocktail Party

On December 4th, the first MUHC Anesthesia cocktail party was held at the Hotel Novotel on René Lévesque
Street.  People who attended had fun in a very nice ambiance.  Games were organized as a general performance
appraisal of the Anesthesia team and we felt a lot of energy in the MUHC Anesthesia department!  Prizes were
given and we topped off the evening by dancing to good music!  I want to thank our sponsors for this event: Tyco
Medical, Trudel Medical, Datex Ohmeda and Baxter.  I want to especially thank Mr. Richard DiLallo who
entertained us with nice music.

What’s new at the MGH?What’s new at the MGH?What’s new at the MGH?What’s new at the MGH?What’s new at the MGH?
 Mr. Marc Delisle was nominated in December as Technical Coordinator in the Anesthesia Department at the
MGH.  Mrs Heather Gillian was appointed to the evening position.  Congratulations to both of them.

What’s new at the RWhat’s new at the RWhat’s new at the RWhat’s new at the RWhat’s new at the RVH?VH?VH?VH?VH?
Mr. Mark Daly is back as Assistant-Chief Technician after a one year leave of absence - Welcome back Mark.  I
want to take this opportunity to emphasize the excellent work of Mirella Di Simone who held the interim position
during that period.

We have just received the authorization to purchase two new anesthesia machines at the RVH.

What’s new at the MNH?What’s new at the MNH?What’s new at the MNH?What’s new at the MNH?What’s new at the MNH?
François Cholette was nominated in November as Technical Coordinator in the Anesthesia/Respiratory
Department at the MNH.  Congratulations François!  Sylvain Thiffault left for a one year leave of absence.  We
have just hired new staff on the “Availability” list for the MNH: Welcome to Julie Miller, Julie Lemaire and also
to Marie-Eve Le Breton who will join that team soon.

At the MNH, we are in the process of evaluation of anesthesia machines.  We will buy one anesthesia machine for
the MRI suite and one for the OR.

On January 20th and 21st, the MNH will receive a visit by the Ordre professionel des inhalothérapeutes du Québec
for the “Inspection professionelle”.  All the RT’s in this institution are working hard to prepare for the visit.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the best for the New Year.  2003 will be another exiting year
and I count on you to make the MUHC Department of Anesthesia an enviable place in which to work!

Diane Soulière Manager of Anesthesia
                    Technology/Pulmonary Function

MUHC (Adult sites)

What’s new in Anesthesia Technology?
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Letters we received….
Dear Ms. Di Zazzo,

The summer issue of the newsletter arrived on my desk while
I was travelling last week.  What a wonderful surprise to
see Jenny Sandison on the cover.  Drs Richard & Syvlia
Cruess on the inside and then my old friend Dr. Bromage,
holding court on the inner pages.

I knew John and Jenny well having spent more than one
January weekend in Vermont celebrating the birthday of
Robert Burns.  Dr. Cruess was my orthopaedic surgeon as a
child and he and Sylvia remain close friends of my parents.
Of course, Dr. Bromage gave me my first US job and I used
to walk dogs for Meg when I was a medical student at
McGill.

William B. McIlvaine, MD, CM, FRCPC, FAAP
Associate Chairperson for Clinical Anesthesiology Services
Department of Anesthesiology Critical Care Medicine
Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles

Dear Dr. Carli,

I wish to thank you for the lovely clock presented to me
on the occasion of my retirement.  It sits proudly on my
dresser.  Your presence for this occasion was greatly
missed.  I want you to know that my association with
the McGill Department of Anesthesia has been a very
pleasant one on a personal level, and a very fulfilling one
on a professional level, and I wish to maintain this
association for as long as I can.

Again thank you and the McGill Department of
Anesthesia for the thoughtfulness.

Sam Rafla, MD

Mark your calendar . . .Mark your calendar . . .Mark your calendar . . .Mark your calendar . . .Mark your calendar . . .
IARS 77IARS 77IARS 77IARS 77IARS 77THTHTHTHTH C C C C CLINICALLINICALLINICALLINICALLINICAL     ANDANDANDANDAND S S S S SCIENTIFICCIENTIFICCIENTIFICCIENTIFICCIENTIFIC C C C C CONGRESSONGRESSONGRESSONGRESSONGRESS

March 21 – 25, 2003
New Orleans Marriott, Louisiana USA

AAAAASRSRSRSRSRA 28A 28A 28A 28A 28THTHTHTHTH A A A A ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL S S S S SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING     ANDANDANDANDAND

WWWWWORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP

April 3 – 6, 2003
Sheraton San Diego, California, USA
Info: www.asra.com

AAAAAAAAAAQ AQ AQ AQ AQ ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

April 4 – 5, 2003 (General Assembly April 5th)
Quebec City, Quebec, Canada
Info: (514)843-7671

SEA JSEA JSEA JSEA JSEA JOINTOINTOINTOINTOINT I I I I INTERNANTERNANTERNANTERNANTERNATIONALTIONALTIONALTIONALTIONAL S S S S SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING

June 6 - 8, 2003
Montreal Bonaventure Hilton, Quebec, Canada

CACACACACAS 59S 59S 59S 59S 59THTHTHTHTH A A A A ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING

Conference dates: June 20 – 24, 2003
Exhibition dates: June 20 – 22, 2003
Ottawa Congress Centre, Canada

22222003  A003  A003  A003  A003  ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE     OFOFOFOFOF     THETHETHETHETHE

RRRRROOOOOYYYYYALALALALAL C C C C COLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGE     OFOFOFOFOF P P P P PHYSICIANSHYSICIANSHYSICIANSHYSICIANSHYSICIANS & S & S & S & S & SURGEONSURGEONSURGEONSURGEONSURGEONS

OFOFOFOFOF C C C C CANADANADANADANADANADAAAAA

September 11 – 13, 2003
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

AAAAASSSSSA AA AA AA AA ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING

October 11 – 15, 2003
San Francisco, California USA

AAAAASRSRSRSRSRA 2003 AA 2003 AA 2003 AA 2003 AA 2003 ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL F F F F FALLALLALLALLALL M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING

ONONONONON P P P P PAINAINAINAINAIN M M M M MEDICINEEDICINEEDICINEEDICINEEDICINE

November 13 – 16, 2003
Sheraton Harbor Island, San Diego, California, USA
Info: www.asra.com

1313131313THTHTHTHTH W W W W WORLDORLDORLDORLDORLD C C C C CONGRESSONGRESSONGRESSONGRESSONGRESS     OFOFOFOFOF A A A A ANESTHESIOLNESTHESIOLNESTHESIOLNESTHESIOLNESTHESIOLOGISTSOGISTSOGISTSOGISTSOGISTS

April 17 – 23, 2004
Palais de Congrès de Paris, France

Additional information on these events may be found at
www.cas.ca/calendar/all.asp unless otherwise noted.
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Memories of McGill . . .
Dr. Ralph Lattermann

“I first met Dr. Carli during a visit to Dr. Thomas Schricker in 1999, and the idea of joining the
Department of Anesthesia at McGill University for a year or two was planted.  After receiving the
AstraZeneca Ronald Melzack Pain Research Award in 1999, this goal suddenly became very realistic and
after a few turbulent months in Germany, my wife Tina and I found ourselves in Montreal sooner than we
had expected!  My fellowship started in September 2000 and I devoted my time to three main areas:
first, and maybe most important to me, I had the opportunity to work on numerous research projects
with Drs Thomas Schricker and Franco Carli.  I cannot express how grateful I am for their
encouragement, teaching, assistance and friendship I received over the years! Without them, my time in
Montreal would by far not have been as productive and successful as it was (in fact I would not even
have been here)!  In addition, I was enrolled in a Master`s program at the School for Dietetics and
Human Nutrition, which gave me the opportunity to attend courses in the field of metabolism and clinical
nutrition at MacDonald Campus and to write my Master’s thesis.  My Master`s degree was certainly a
further valuable enrichment of my academic experience at McGill!  Last, but certainly not least, I always
enjoyed clinical work in the operating room at the Montreal General Hospital.  Although some people at
the MGH must have thought that I work only one or two days per week, I always felt as a part of the
team and I want to thank the Staff and the Respiratory Technicians for making my time at the MGH so
enjoyable.  In September 2002 I had to return to Germany, where I will finish my training at the
University Hospital in Regensburg, a wonderful medieval city in Bavaria.  My wife Tina has the pleasure
to enjoy Montreal a little longer, finishing her Master`s Degree in Speech Language Pathology.  I will
always remember the exciting time at McGill University and I want to thank every member of the
Department for contributing to an unforgettable experience. Because of all these extraordinary and
wonderful people we met during our time in Montreal, this stay was not only successful from a
professional point of view, but also a great personal experience! We hope to keep up the good contact
and maybe see some of you in Germany - or in Montreal!  Thank you all!”

- Ralph Lattermann
McGill 2000 - 2002
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Dr. Davenport was at McGill from 1951-1966. During
that time he also served at the Anesthetist-in-Chief at the
MCH.

Each era is unique but hopefully builds on what
went before.  Here are memories of the
anesthesia world I entered at McGill in the middle
of the last century.  Famous for the pioneering of
its two outstanding leaders Drs Wesley Bourne, and
Harold Griffith, who first used a three-year training
course and curare.  I had trained with Dr. Gray in
Liverpool, an early advocate of curare to improve
anesthesia management.  I arrived in Montreal via
the six-week exchange program that McGill had
with the combined Hartford and New Haven,
Conn., Department.  I was on my way home to
England after a year in the USA, but it was so
favorable and pleasant in Canada I stayed 16
years.  I was first at the Montreal General and then
the Children’s Hospital.  It was heavy but
absorbing clinical work, teaching and research.
Dr. Bourne was about to retire but was an active
observer of all we did.  Dr. Griffith was head of his
family hospital, the Homeopathic in NDG.  The
Royal Vic, General, Children’s, St. Mary’s and the
Neurological Hospitals had Drs Wilkinson, Stewart,
Slater, O’Shaugnesy, and Gilbert in charge of
Anesthesia.  This family had 25-45 trainees with
regular academic lectures.  There were also
monthly evening meetings with French speaking
anesthetists at the Ciba building mid-town.
Trainees moved 6 monthly around the hospitals,
varying their experience and exposure to a large
number of tutors.  Dr. Griffith, Uncle Harold to all,
was a charming benevolent boss for staff and
students, as was my first chief at the General, Dr.
Ferguson, Dr. Stewart having retired.  The old
General Hospital, off lower St. Lawrence Blvd, was
about to be replaced by the grand Mount Royal
structure.  Their vacated private wing near the
Forum was to be used as a bigger Children’s – the
old Children’s high on Mount Royal being
demolished.  McGill hatched in the Children’s
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“Pediatric Anesthesia” which until then had been
primitive and lacked the developments that had
occurred in the adult field.  Three textbooks arose
from the work of personnel there – long before the
multiauthor tomes.  Open-heart surgery began in
1956, after visits to Boston, Madison and Toronto
where the first children’s work was underway.  Dr.
Robson’s arrival as Research Professor was a
stimulus to all the departments he visited weekly.
We made a film of McGill senior staff to entertain
visitors who called on their way to the World
Congress in Toronto, and one of our handling of a
child with post-tonsillectomy bleeding to show at
the Congress.  We were fortunate to have yearly
fellowship posts for those needing greater
pediatric experience – as we handled most of the
neonatal operations of the Eastern Provinces as
well as Quebec.  This included students seconded
from Bellevue hospital, New York.  A yearly
pleasure was to go by train to the December
Congress in New York – and to shop for Christmas.
I had frighteningly presented my first paper there
in 1949.  It may seem we were workaholics – but it
was of choice and enjoyable.  Canada offered
wide opportunities for immigrants – we worked
hard to succeed and that inevitably caused
some jealousy from other citizens sometimes.  It
was never nasty and involved tolerance and I
hope enriched society as it has done worldwide.
Having to re-take one’s qualifying and specialty
examinations, whilst daunting, of course, updated
one and made the local scene clear.  I have only
good memories of my sojourn, particularly with
others who wished to retain the University renown
in our subject.  That included Dean Stephenson,
Prof. Christie and Prof. Penfield and others with
influence.  In no way were we better then than
now, but we now oldies were fulfilled and if the
present generation can be, then the legacy is
safe.

- Harold T. Davenport

By Dr. Harold T. Davenport
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